Haematological correlates of burrowing in Ctenomys.
Haematological parameters related to O2 transport and regulation of acid-base equilibrium were determined for two species of Ctenomys. The oxygen capacity values of Ctenomys blood are similar to those of other fossorial mammals. Ctenomys blood has almost half the number of red blood cells of Rattus blood but the amount of Hb in each blood cell is 2-2.5 times higher. Blood pH is within typical mammalian values. Concentration of inorganic phosphate is higher in Ctenomys than in rats while bicarbonate and protein values are within typical mammalian range.